


Born and raised in Mbare, Gresham works against the sweeping 
identity that has been defined by the voice of the state. His images 
oscillate between figuration, abstraction and hallucination, 
drawing from the restless energy of the ghetto. Mbare is Harare’s 
and perhaps Zimbabwe’s most vibrant and notorious ghetto. 
Allegedly ridden with hooliganism, violence and prostitution, 
Mbare is said to parallel the conditions of Harare for 
Zimbabweans during the colonial segregation era (in respect of its 
hardship and quality of living space). To this day Mbare retains 
the character of a port city with its trade, shady deals and 
otherwise bustle of unremitting human traffic amid urban decay. 
Living on the verge between survival and demise has been 
somewhat of a call to poetry, at times proving brutal and at others 
sentimental or cynically satirical. In his works, symbolic collapsed 
figures, floors and chairs are everywhere. With irony, he talks 
about social issues such as class inequality and consumer culture 
in the urban environment without concealment.
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Grey Spaces-Playtime (2021) 

Oil and spray paint on canvas 
199 x 169.5 cm



Grey Space-In the Sunshine of 
my Life(2021) 

Oil, charcoal and spray paint on 
canvas, 190 x 160 cm



<Joys of Self-Delusion> Installation view (2022) 
Tapiwa's solo exhibition at Vanguard Gallery 



Joys of Self-Delusion 

Oil and spray paint on canvas 
200 x 200 cm 



As you may have noticed, most of my 
works are really dark, and depicted in 
a comic way. They always talk about 
how we may tackle real life. Through 
most of the works for this show, I'm 
trying to comfort myself under the 
current harsh reality. Some people will 
need it, people will need that comfort, 
because, personally I find it necessary 
too. One has to be really sober and 
strong and be able to take care of 
their surroundings.

Faith in Humanity Part 2 (2021) 
Oil on canvas, 150 x 110.5 cm



Faith in Humanity Part 3 (2021) 
Oil on canvas, 139 x 151 cm



The Injured Generation (2019) 
Oil on canvas, 299 x 210 cm



Covid Blues Part 1 (2020) 
Oil on paper，70 x 100 cm 

2020



And the Sun Also Rises Part 2 
 (2020) 
Oil on paper，160 x 190 cm



Covid Blues Part 2 (2020) 
Oil on paper，70 x 100 cm



<True Optimism> Installation view 
Tapiwa's solo exhibition at Vanguard Gallery (2020) 



Tapiwa at an art residency in 
Tunisia, 2021, invited by Selma 
Feriani Gallery 



<Poetry of the Rebels> Installation view (2019) 
Tapiwa's duo exhibition at Vanguard Gallery 



After the Feast (2019) 
Oil on paper，350 x 210 cm



Gresham Tapiwa Nyaude 

His recent exhibitions include: “Unruly Paradigms”, Frieze No.9 
Cork Street, London, UK(2022); “Joys of Self-Delusion”, Vanguard 
Gallery, Shanghai, China (2022); “Mirror Mirror! - South South 
Veza”, First Floor Gallery Harare, Harare, Zimbabwe (2021); “True 
Optimism”, Vanguard Gallery, Shanghai, China (2020); Cape Town 
Art Fair, First Floor Gallery Harare, Cape Town, South Africa (2020); 
“Poetry of the Rebels”, Vanguard Gallery, Shanghai, China (2019); 
“Day and Night”, GNYP Gallery, Berlin, Germany (2019); “Night & 
Day: Mundopa/ Nyaude”, First Floor Gallery Harare, Zimbabwe 
(2019); “Harare Fauves”, Alon Ragev Gallery, Tel Aviv, Israel (2019); 
“Songs for Sabotage”, New Museum Triennial, New York, USA 
(2018); “Defying the Narratives”, Ever Gold Projects, San Francisco, 
USA (2018); “Ex Africa Aliquid Novi”, Yannick y Ben Jakober 
Foundation, Mallorca, Spain (2018); “Kubatana”, Kristin Hjellegjerde 
Gallery, London, UK (2018); “Mazino”, First Floor Gallery Harare, 
Harare, Zimbabwe (2017); “Face the Magic: Gule Wamkulu and its 
heirs”, Loving Monro Gallery, Santa Monica, USA (2017);

was born in 1988 in Harare, 
Zimbabwe. In 2008 he received 
his National Certificate in Fine 
Arts from National Gallery of 
Zimbabwe Visual Arts Studios. 
Now he lives and works in 
Harare. 
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